
1  

BEXLEY SEABURY SEMINARY 
 
Course Title: Preaching the Synoptic Gospels (ML434) 3 Credits 
Term Offered: Fall 2021 
Learning Environment: Online, synchronous and asynchronous 
Meeting Times:  Online pre-work begins September 7, 2021 
    First synchronous session September 22, 2021 
    Schedule of synchronous sessions appears below 
    All work due by December 11 unless an extension is granted  
Instructor: John A. Dally  (he/him/his) 
Contact Information:  jdally@bexleyseabury.edu   
    (773) 857-0686 
    I respond quickly to email inquiries.  
    
Course Description: 
 
The shift from the historic one-year lectionary to the three-year lectionary in the mid-20th Century 
created a liturgical year for each of the synoptic gospels.  This means that the church is now shaped 
by the particular visions of the communities of Matthew, Mark and Luke for a year at a time, yet too 
often this opportunity is overlooked or deliberately ignored.  Preachers continue to “harmonize” the 
gospels, often bringing in details of the story of Jesus from another synoptic gospel or simply 
preaching the version of a story they like the best (for instance, Luke’s generous story of a grand 
banquet versus Matthew’s harsh one).  This practice not only falsifies the intent of the gospel’s 
writer(s) but misses the chance to understand the very specific theology of each gospel and its 
implications for Christian living today.  This course will separate angels and shepherds from stars and 
Magi, earthquakes from a young man in white, and Mary Magdalene from Mary of Bethany, all in 
pursuit of a three-year vision for preaching the synoptics that has immediate implications for adult 
education and ministry in the wider context of the parish. 
 
Schedule of Synchronous Meetings 
 
All participants must be present for all synchronous meetings to receive credit for the course. 

• Wednesday, September 22, 7:00 - 9:00pm CT  
• Saturday, September 25, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm CT 
• Wednesday, October 27, 7:00 - 9:00 pm CT  
• Saturday, October 30, 10:00 am -1:00pm CT 
• Wednesday, December 1, 7:00 - 9:00 pm CT  
• Saturday, December 4, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm CT 

Course Goals and Outcomes 
 
Students who complete this course will: 
 
• acquire a thorough acquaintance with the synoptic gospels as literary theology. [M.Div. 

Curricular Goals 1 and 2] 
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Outcome: The ability to distinguish between a Matthean, Markan, and Lukan theology of 
resurrection, between a Matthean, Markan and Lukan Christology and soteriology, etc., 
[Curricular Outcomes 1.1, 1.3, 2.1] 

 Assessment: Reading response paper; three quizzes over the course of the semester 
 
• acquire an awareness of the way each of the synoptic gospels’ theologies challenge Johannine 

and Pauline theology. [M.Div. Curricular Goals 4, 5] 
Outcome: The ability to distinguish the various streams of Christian theology derived from the 
New Testament and deploy the differences strategically, complexifying the listening 
community’s notion of the Gospel proclamation rather than simply harmonizing the 
differences away. [M.Div. Curricular Outcomes 4.1, 4.2, 5.2] 

 Assessment: Three synoptic homilies 
 
• be exposed to commentary on the synoptic gospels from marginalized authors and 
 communities to make students aware of their own social locations as they preach from them. 
 [M.Div. Curricular Goal 3) 
 Outcome: The ability to preach out of deep cultural awareness of the preacher’s own social 
 location, privilege or lack thereof, and the location(s) and privilege(s) of the listening 
 community [M.Div. Curricular Outcomes 3.2, 3.3, 3.4.]  
 Assessment: Three synoptic homilies 
 
• learn practical approaches to preaching each of the synoptic gospels and their implications for 
 adult education programs and community outreach.  [M.Div. Curricular Goal 3] 
 Outcome: The ability to incarnate the key elements of each of the gospels studied in class 
 within the students’ own faith communities.  [Curricular Outcomes 3.1, 3.2] 
 Assessment: Three short papers outlining adult education and community outreach programs 
 for each of the synoptic gospels. 
 
• become familiar with a variety of cultural resources and develop the cultural competencies 

needed for effective, empowering and contextually appropriate leadership in diverse, 
multicultural congregations and communities. [M.Div. Curricular Goal 3] 

 Outcome: The ability to craft homiletic messages that are appropriate to specific cultural 
contexts. [M.Div. Curricular Outcomes 3.1, 3.3, 3.4] 

 Assessment: Quizzes, three synoptic homilies 
 
• acquire the ability to proclaim and preach the gospel of God’s love and justice with creativity, 

passion and conviction in context-appropriate and accessible ways. [M.Div. Curricular Goal 5] 
 Outcome:   A theologically profound and personally grounded homily delivered with natural 

grace and candor. [M.Div. Curricular Outcome 5.5] 
 Assessment: Three synoptic homilies  
 

A Word about Assessment: From Course Outcome Assessment to Program Assessment 
 
Bexley Seabury Seminary regularly evaluates the quality of our programs using a variety of 
data, including documents that are deposited into student portfolios. These portfolios 
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consist of designated student work (artifacts) from each course, along with the instructor’s 
graded artifact and a scored rubric that assesses the work in light of desired curricular 
outcomes. The designated assessment artifacts for this course will be the three synoptic 
homilies described below. 

 
We use your portfolio to assess student learning (in the aggregate) and the effectiveness of 
our curricula in reaching desired goals and objectives. This process does not involve any 
further evaluation of your work for grading purposes. No identifying information will be 
included in any evaluation or report provided to our accreditors or other outside parties. 
For further information, see the Student Handbook. You may also talk with your instructor, 
your advisor, the Assessment Coordinator (Lelia Fry, lfry@bexleyseabury.edu, or the Acting 
Academic Dean, (Jason Fout, jfout@bexleyseabury.edu). 
 
Learning Methodology 
 
Much of this course’s content will be cognitive, but intellectual concepts will be presented 
through/with music, imagery, and film, enabling various intelligences to arrive at the same place by 
different means. 
 

Included in this awareness is the fact that English has been used as a language of colonization.  
Participants who are not of English-speaking heritage by birth (whether in their generation or in 
former generations) will be encouraged to draw on their first languages in fulfilling assignments.  
Those for whom English is a first language will be asked to cast a critical eye on English words and 
expressions that encode supremacist and racist thinking, even if used without that intention.  
Together we will ask how language can help to form an anti-racist society and church. 

 
Required Reading 
 
Our primary texts will be the synoptic gospels themselves.  Please bring an NRSV Bible (hard copy or 
online) to all class meetings.  Additional favorite translations are also welcome for comparison 
purposes.  Those who read Greek are encouraged to bring their Greek New Testaments, but no 
knowledge of Greek will be presumed. 
 
Books: 
 

• Harrington, Daniel J.  The Synoptic Gospels Set Free.  Paulist Press, 2009. ISBN-13 : 978-
0809145836 

• Ourisman, David J.  From Gospel to Homily: Preaching Synoptic Texts. Chalice Press, 2000.  
ISBN-13: 978-0827210264 

 
Chapters on Canvas: 
 
True to Our Native Land: An African American New Testament Commentary by Brian K. Blount 
(Editor), Cain Hope Felder (Editor), Clarice J. Martin (Editor), Emerson B. Powery (Editor); “Mattew”, 
“Mark” and “Luke.”  Fortress Press, 2007.  ISBN:13: 978-0800634216 

mailto:lfry@bexleyseabury.edu
mailto:tdelisio@bexleyseabury.edu
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“Sweating with Jesus: Stories of the Native American Experience” from Rescuing the Gospel from the 
Cowboys: A Native American Expression of the Jesus Way (pp 93-131).  IVP Books, 2015.  ISBN: 978-
0830844234 
 
“Matthew,” “Mark,” and “Luke” by Frank Kermode and John Drury, in A Literary Guide to the Bible, pp 
387-439 
 
The Gospel in Solentiname, by Ernesto Cardenal.  Wipf and Stock, 2020.  Select readings on various 
synoptic passages. 
 
“Jesus in the Memory of the Church” by Luke Timothy Johnson in The Writings of the New Testament: 
An Interpretation, pp 114-142.   
 
Technology: 
Students are expected to access the “Tech Help” resources via the button at the bottom of the Canvas 
home page for a description of technology requirements. 
 
 
Course Assignments and Expectations 
 
1. Participation in all synchronous sessions, particularly important because this class is being 

conducted entirely online.  (15%) Assessed on the basis of the rubric for online discussions. 
2. Completion of all assigned reading (gospels, books and Canvas articles) and submission of the 
3. Reading Response Paper by September 21, 2021. (10%)  Instructions for this paper will be 

posted on Canvas by August 15, 2021. Assessed on the basis of the rubric for Journals. 
4. Three quizzes, one at the end of each synoptic gospel multimedia slideshow. (5% each, 15% 

total) 
 4. Completion of three short papers (3-5 pages each) on possible educational and outreach 

opportunities specific to each of the synoptic gospels. Instructions for the papers will be 
posted on Canvas immediately following each of the Saturday sessions. Papers are to be 
submitted by the day prior to the next Wednesday session. (10% each, 30% total)  Assessed on 
the basis of the rubric for reflective writing. 

5. Prepare and preach three five-minute homilies, one for each of the synoptic gospels. 
Instructions for the homilies will be posted on Canvas by August 15, 2021. (10% each, 30 % 
total) Assessed on the basis of the rubric for synoptic gospel homilies.  

 
Late work— i.e., anything submitted after midnight on December 11, 2021 – cannot be accepted 

without permission from the instructor before that date and submission of the extension form, 
found in the Student Resources area on Canvas. 

 
Participation in worship, while not required, is an integral part of students’ formation. 
 
Students taking the course for credit must complete the student course evaluation before they can 
see their course grades in Populi. Auditors are encouraged to complete the evaluation as well. 
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Pre-Class Assignments 
 
Post an introduction in the Introduction Forum by September 21, 2021 
Post Reading Response Paper by September 21, 2021   
 
Class Plan (During and Between Synchronous Meetings) 
 
Prior to first synchronous meeting watch Introduction to the Class and “Entering the Matthean Year” 
on Canvas.  Take quiz 
 
September 22, 7:00-9:00 PM CT:  Presentation: Entering the Matthean Year: 
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany; Lent/Easter/Pentecost 
 
September 23-24: Prepare 5-minute homily that exemplifies some aspect of Matthean theology. 
 
September 25, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM CT:  Preach homilies, discuss Matthean ordinary time themes and 
possible educational and outreach opportunities linked to the entire Year. 
 
September 26-October 27: Submit short paper outlining Matthean educational and outreach 
opportunities specific to student’s context. Watch “Entering the Markan Year.” Take quiz. 
 
October 27, 7:00-9:00 PM CT:  Presentation: Entering the Markan Year: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany; 
Lent/Easter/Pentecost. 
 
October 28-29: Prepare 5-minute homily that exemplifies some aspect of Markan theology. 
 
October 30, 10:00AM –1:00 PM CT: Preach homilies, discuss Markan ordinary time themes and 
possible educational and outreach opportunities linked to the entire Year. 
 
October 31-November 30: Submit short paper outlining Markan educational and outreach to 
student’s context.  Watch “Entering the Lukan Year.”  Take quiz. 
 
December 1, 7:00-9:00 PM CT: Presentation: Entering the Lukan Year: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany; 
Lent/Easter/Pentecost. 
 
December 2-3:  Prepare 5-minute homily that exemplifies some aspect of Lukan theology. 
 
December 4, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM CT: Preach homilies; discuss Lukan ordinary time themes and 
possible educational and outreach opportunities linked to the entire Year. 
 
December 5-11: Submit short paper outlining Lukan educational and outreach opportunities specific 
to student’s context. 
 

Feedback: 
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Students will receive feedback from the instructor in Canvas within two weeks of submission of 
assignment. 

 

 

Grading: 

 
Please be aware that the Canvas gradebook reflects cumulative grades for assignments for your 
course, but the final official grade for the course will be recorded manually by the instructor in Populi. 
Students taking the course for credit must complete the student course evaluation before they can 
see their course grades in Populi.  
 
This course will assign a letter grade for Master’s-level students. 
 

 
 

All students in Bexley Seabury courses are expected to be familiar with the following information that 
is provided on Canvas: 
 
Academic policies and forms 
Requests for withdrawals, extensions, and incompletes 
Technological requirements and assistance 
Writing guidelines and assistance 
Course netiquette 
Prohibition of plagiarism 
 
 

Rubrics for Journals 
 

Course Element Outstanding 
3 

Sufficient 
2 

Insufficient 
1 

Score 
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Journal responding to 
assigned readings 

Develop ability to listen, 
read, speak and write 
effectively in order to 
contribute to the life of the 
church 

Demonstrates 
mastery of assigned 
readings and makes 
connections between 
them 

Demonstrates 
completion of and 
comprehension of 
assigned readings 

Fails to demonstrate 
completion of and/or 
comprehension of 
assigned readings 

 

Journal responding to 
classroom or extra-
classroom experiences 

Develop an aptitude for 
theological reflection 
 
Develop ability to listen, 
read, speak and write 
effectively in order to 
contribute to the life of the 
church 

Describes 
experiences vividly 
and offers layered 
and nuanced 
theological analysis 
of them 

Describes 
experiences clearly 
and offers some 
theological analysis 
of them 

Describes 
experiences 
inadequately and/or 
offers no significant 
analysis of them 

 

   Total score  

   Average score  

 
 

Rubrics for Online Discussions 
 

Curricular goal or class 
element 

Outstanding 
3 

Sufficient 
2 

Insufficient 
1 

Score 

Comprehension and 
critical thought 

Shows evidence of 
comprehension of 
material;  
Shows evidence of 
critical engagement 
with material;  
Relates material to 
other aspects of the 
course, larger course 
topic, larger relevant 
topics and issues. 

Shows evidence of 
understanding of 
material;  
Shows evidence of 
ability to analyze, 
interact with 
material; 
Relates material to 
immediate topic. 

Summarizes material 
briefly;  
Mistakes of 
understanding;  
Does not deal with 
material. 

 



8  

Responsiveness Builds from prompt 
to initiate or expand 
discussion;  
Responses to other 
student(s) post(s) 
relate post to larger 
topic; 
Response moves 
discussion forward; 

Follows prompt 
and engages 
assigned topic;  
Responses to other 
student(s) post(s) 
address point(s) 
made by poster; 
Response continues 
discussion. 

Ignores or mistakes 
prompt Responses to 
other student(s) 
post(s) are cursory (“I 
agree.”) or otherwise 
do not engage points; 
Response contributes 
little to discussion 

 

Clarity Writing is 
consistently clear, 
accessible, and 
organized; 
References to 
materials are clear 
and easy to follow; 
Writing shows 
command of written 
language and ability 
to use language to 
persuade, explain, 
respond, etc.; 
No errors of grammar 
and syntax. 

Writing is generally 
clear, accessible, 
and organized;  
References are 
made to other 
materials; 
Writing shows 
ability to use 
written language to 
persuade, explain, 
respond, etc.; 
No errors of 
grammar and 
syntax. 

Writing is unclear, 
hard to understand, 
and/or poorly 
organized or difficult 
to follow; 
No reference to other 
materials; 
Writing skills are poor 
Errors of grammar 
and syntax. 

 

Interaction with peers Takes care to 
acknowledge value of 
other’s contributions; 
Poses constructive 
questions, offers 
further 
thoughts that build 
on peer’s 
contribution; 
Critical response is 
respectful and open 
to 
further discussion.  

Acknowledges 
other’s 
contribution; 
Responds directly 
to other’s 
contribution; 
Shows respect for 
other. 

Ignores or mistakes 
other’s contribution; 
Does not respond to 
other’s contribution; 
Tone, language, etc., 
are dismissive, 
disrespectful, or 
heedless of likely 
effect. 

 

Timeliness Initial post and 
response to other 
student(s) posted on 
or ahead of schedule; 
Initial post and 
response to other 
student(s) are posted 
on different days. 

Initial post and 
response to other 
student(s) posted 
on schedule; 
Initial post and 
response to other 
student(s) are 
posted on same 
day. 

Initial post and/or 
response posted late; 
Initial post not made; 
Response not made. 
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   Total score  
   Average score  

 
 
 

Rubrics for Reflective Writing 
 
 

Class Element Outstanding  
3 

Sufficient  
2 

Insufficient  
1 

Score 

Engages the 
reader by 
establishing a 
context and 
analyzing a 
personal 
situation 

Effectively identifies a 
condition, situation, or 
issue in order to 
analyze a personal 
situation.  
Insightful analysis 
conveys significance of 
the condition, 
situation, or issue. 

Clearly identifies a 
condition, situation, 
or issue in order to 
analyze a personal 
situation.  
Analysis conveys 
significance of the 
condition, situation, 
or issue. 

Identifies a context, a 
situation, or an issue 
but does not engage 
in analysis. 

 

Creates a 
coherent 
organizing 
structure. 

The response is 
skillfully organized 
from beginning to end; 
opening, body, and 
closure are 
appropriately complex. 

The response is 
clearly organized 
from beginning to 
end; opening, body, 
and closure are 
appropriately 
complex. 

Produces an 
organization that is 
incomplete or one 
or more elements 
causes confusion. 

 

Demonstrates 
understanding of 
English language 
conventions and 
uses Turabian 
appropriately. 

Demonstrates 
consistent control of 
grammar, usage, 
punctuation, sentence 
construction, and 
spelling.  
Uses Turabian 
appropriately. 

Demonstrates 
control of grammar, 
usage, punctuation, 
sentence 
construction, and 
spelling. 
Infrequent errors do 
not interfere with 
meaning. 
Uses Turabian 
appropriately. 

Did not proofread 
essay. Essay 
demonstrates little 
control of usage, 
grammar, 
punctuation, sentence 
construction, and 
spelling. 
Numerous errors 
interfere with 
meaning. 

 

   Total score  

   Average score  

 
 

Rubrics for Three Synoptic Homilys 
 

 Outstanding  
3 

Sufficient  
2 

Insufficient  
1 

Score 
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Homily displays 
the hallmarks of 
each of the 
synoptics 
distinctive 
theologies 
 

 
Homily startles with its 
theological specificity 
drawn from its 
synoptic text. 

 
Homily displays the 
distinctive theology 
of its synoptic text. 

 
Homily provides no 
evidence of synoptic 
theology or theology 
is a blend of several 
synoptics 

 

 
 
Homily is a 
homily and not a 
lecture 

 
Homily exemplifies 
theology of any given 
synoptic gospel with 
originality and 
creativity that surprises 
the listener. 
 

 
Homily exemplifies 
theology of any given 
synoptic gospel with 
clarity that engages 
the listener 

 
Homily focuses 
solely on the 
transmittal of 
information 

 

 
 
 


