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 BEXLEY HALL SEABURY WESTERN SEMINARY FEDERATION  
 
Course title: CC 461/661:  The Structures of Community: Cities, 

Neighborhoods, and Urban Planning for Church Leaders 
 
Term offered: June term: M-F, 12-16 June 2017 
 
Instructor: Jason Fout 

e-mail: jfout@bexleyseabury.edu 
mobile: 614-330-7414 

 
Office hours:  by appointment 
 
 

I. Course Description: 
What’s a good place? A good neighborhood? A well-designed city? What does the church 
have to do with it all? How can we live well in whatever place we find ourselves? How do 
order, community, sustainability, and livability in the built environments we inhabit affect 
us as we lead communities of faith? These are some of the questions we’ll look at in this 
class. You’ll develop skills in analysis, evaluation and theological assessment of places, and 
will assess the relation of urbanism to the gospel, the common good, and the church’s 
mission. The course involves several local field trips. 
 

II. Course objectives and goals: 
 This class will help you to: 

 engage in theological reflection on responsible life in faith; 
 think theologically about assumptions, biases, and knowledge about themselves 

and others; and 
 listen, read, and write effectively in order to contribute to the life of the church. 
 This course is specifically designed to assist you in interpreting and 

understanding contemporary contexts and situations and the relationships that 
they hinder or enable, so that you may be well-formed clergy or other leaders in 
the church. (A significant portion of being ‘well-formed’ in this case is the ability 
to reflect critically on one’s own learning and performance – this will itself be the 
subject of one set of exercises.) 

 
Plus, when you’re done with this course, you should be comfortable doing the 

following: 
 identifying and understanding basic concepts of urban studies and planning;  
 observing and analysing the built environment, buildings' relationships to each 

other, and the relationship of structures to the human person;  
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 using relevant terminology and concepts to analyze, critique and appreciate built 
environments, as well as making recommendations about how to improve a 
place;  

 understanding how poor decisions have been made in structuring the built 
environment, and how better ones might be made;  

 appreciating and valuing good places;  
 thinking theologically about how the built environment enables or hinders 

human flourishing;  
 seeing the church as a resource for the neighborhood.  

 
 

 This course will employ a variety of pedagogical techniques intended to allow 
people from a wide range of backgrounds to engage and grow in the class. 

 This course is intended to provide you with skills and concepts for engaging 
diverse cultural contexts, particularly in the US, and to develop an antiracist 
framework for your life and work, as well as address issues of race/ethnicity, 
gender, and culture. 

 
 

III. Classroom Expectations: 
 

 This is an opportunity for all of us to learn about planning and urban studies, and 
think about ministry in our time and place. Each of us in this class is important for this task: 
we each rely on all of us. So it’s important to be present, prepared, and engaged. Present 
means not just “turning up”, but being mentally and emotionally engaged too. Prepared 
means having done all the required reading for the day in advance, coming ready to discuss 
it and apply what you’ve read to what we’re doing in class. Engaged means being a part of 
the conversation, the give-and-take of the classroom, and wrestling with what we’re 
learning. 
 

IV. To demonstrate that we are meeting our goals, we will: 
 
+ Attend and participate in all class sessions, June 12-16, 2017               100 pts 
+ Do all relevant reading and other engagement with material by class time   50 pts 
+ Create a neighborhood inventory and make a presentation of your observations     150 pts 
+ Participate in a discussion of The New Parish and its implications for ministry,  50 pts 
+ Share our ideas and plans for our final project with our classmates   50 pts 
+ Finish and turn in our final project to Dr. Fout by e-mail at jfout@bexleyseabury.edu by 
July 10, 2017                     400 pts 
 

V. Explanations of assignments 
Most of the activities we’ll be doing to meet our goals are self-explanatory: read or view the 
material, turn up prepared to talk, and so forth. These ones probably need a little more 
detail: 
 

mailto:jfout@bexleyseabury.edu
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+ Create a neighborhood inventory and make a presentation: 
We’ll read through and discuss Morrish and Brown’s book Planning to Stay, which, 
along with everything else we’ll do in class to that point, will give us some important 
ways to see and inventory our neighborhood. We’ll have an initial field trip to assess 
one area together and compare notes. You’ll then be placed in small groups to go out 
together to do an inventory of another neighborhood in Chicago. Together, you’ll 
take the time to do an inventory of the neighborhood, noticing its features and 
people. You’ll also use your cameras to create a visual inventory (or other 
presentation) to share with us the next day. You can also enrich your presentation 
with information from GIS, US Census, City of Chicago websites, or any other 
information; include a brief history of the neighborhood too. You should plan to talk 
about the neighborhood you explored for around 30-45 minutes, plus questions. You 
will do this as a group, and be assessed as a group. Although different aspects of the 
assignment might be delegated to individual members of the group, you ought each 
to contribute roughly equal amounts to the presentation. You do not need to have a 
polished final paper to turn in, but you should plan to hand in your notes, any 
inventory you create, and any slides you share with us (with your pictures, maps, or 
any other graphics to help us understand the area). A grid for your inventory and 
some suggested important questions for you to address will be distributed in class. 

 
+ Final paper/project: The final project should put into use what we have learned in class.  

The format of the project is open, and the instructor’s approval is necessary. The 
project may be undertaken individually or in a group of whatever size (provided that 
the final product is substantially the work of all in the group and roughly equivalent 
to the work that that number of people would have done individually). The final 
project may take whatever form you consider best; I provide the following example 
to provide examples of possible projects and to spur your creative thinking: 
 

A) Construct a particular case study, considering a church and its physical relationship 
to a neighborhood. You should provide a detailed description of the church building 
(location, architectural style, date of construction, surrounding neighborhood, etc.,), 
and then evaluate the structure: what does it make possible for people? How well is 
it integrated into its neighborhood? Does it follow (intentionally or unintentionally) 
the sorts of principles that we discussed in class? How could it be improved? This is 
an exercise in observation and discernment. Your paper should include supporting 
illustrations and pictures. (These may be hand-drawn or done on computer; you may 
also e-mail me digital pictures, including snapshots of Google maps or similar). 
 

B) Construct a particular case study of a possibility before a community – say, a 
proposal for a schools re-alignment, or a redistricting of a neighborhood, or the 
redeveloping of a property – and analyze the proposal in terms of the principles we 
have learned in class. Will the proposal, if passed and carried out, contribute to or 
hinder the life of the neighborhood? Is the proposal primarily aimed at making life 
easier for cars or people or something/someone else? Will it hinder or enable 
sociality? How could it be improved, or what is a better alternative proposal? 
Provide maps/pictures as relevant, as well as an essay describing and analyzing the 



4 
 

proposal, giving rationales for your judgments. It would be particularly appropriate 
to include something like a PowerPoint presentation that you might use in a talk to 
your parish, a town hall meeting, or a neighborhood citizens’ meeting. 

 
C) Put together a neighborhood inventory (from Planning to Stay) of a neighborhood of 

your choice. This might be done as a group or individually, either with your 
classmates or people from the neighborhood. Provide a visual and written inventory 
to depict the neighborhood, its resources, assets, liabilities and promise. How does 
the church (both as structure and as community) inhabit the neighborhood? What is 
its role, promise and possibilities in that neighborhood? In addition to the visual 
display, provide a brief paper (4-6 pages) describing the process of bringing the 
project together and summarizing your learning. 
 

D) There are many other possibilities: be creative, and focus on extending your 
own learning, anticipating the next phase of your ministry, real-world 
engagement, and synthesizing your learning from this course. 
 
  Criteria: accurate use of terminology and concepts from course; appropriate  

assessment and evaluation; creativity of project; quality of synthesis of 
course concepts with ‘street level’ concerns 
Objectives: A project will, minimally, address learning objectives in basic 
concepts, relationships, New Urbanism, decisions, places, thinking 
theologically and church as resource.  

 
Those taking the course for Master’s Level credit should aim for a paper of 10-12 pages, 
or the equivalent amount of work; 
 
Those taking the course for Doctoral Level credit should aim for a paper of 15-18 
pages, or the equivalent amount of work; in addition, they will need to engage 2-3 
more resources. 

  
 Your project for this class will be included in your student portfolio. 
 
 Projects are due to Dr. Fout by e-mail no later than July 10, 2017 
 
A Word about Assessment: 
The Bexley Seabury Seminary Federation regularly evaluates the quality of our programs 
using a variety of data and artifacts, including portfolios of students’ work.  These portfolios 
consist of designated student work (artifacts) from each course, along with the instructor’s 
rubric-based evaluation of the artifact. 
 
At the end of the term, the course instructor will send your Project and the evaluation of 
your work to you, and to the Officer for Academic Affairs for inclusion in your portfolio. 
 
We use your portfolio annually as a check list to track your progress toward the degree, 
diploma, or certificate.  This usually does not involve any further evaluation of your work. 
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Your portfolio or parts of it may be included in a small, random selection of portfolios from 
a 3-4 year period so that we can assess overall (aggregate) student learning relative to 
curricular goals and program effectiveness.  No portfolio or artifact is evaluated until all 
identifying information is removed, and no identifying information will be included in any 
evaluation or report. 
 
For further information, see the Student Handbook.  You may also talk with your instructor, 
or the Academic Dean. 
 

Resources for this class 
America: Where are we and how did we get here? 
Sam Bass Warner, “Evolution and Transformation”   - on Moodle 
Kenneth Jackson ,“The Drive-in Culture of Contemporary America”  - on Moodle 
Robert Fishman , “Beyond Suburbia: The Rise of the Technoburb” - on Moodle 
 
 Going Deeper: 
 Lewis Mumford: The City in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations, and Its Prospects. 
Wilmington, MA: Mariner Books. 1968. 
 
Jane Jacobs, our hero: 
A quick introduction to Jacobs’ The Death and Life of Great American Cities: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvAeQliloI0 
A documentary on Jane Jacobs’ struggle against Robert Moses in New York: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMnUnp0ifgo 
Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, New York, Vintage, 1961 (or other 
edition) 
 
New Urbanism: 
Andres Duany, New Urbanism playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL01072BB79369B705  
Andres Duany, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, and Jeff Speck, Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl  
and the Decline of the American Dream. 10th Anniversary Edition. New York: North Point 
Press. 2010. 
 
 Going Deeper: 
 Charter of the New Urbanism, 2d ed., New York: McGraw-Hill. 2013 
 Andres Duany, The Smart Growth Manual, New York: McGraw-Hill. 2009. 
 
Places and Placemaking: 
Jan Gehl, Excerpt from Life Between Buildings  - on Moodle 
Leon Krier, “Critiques” and “Urban Components”   - on Moodle 
Ray Oldenburg, “The Problem of Place in America” - on Moodle 
 
 Going Deeper: 
 Ray Oldenburg, The Great Good Place: Cafes, Coffee Shops, Bookstores, Bars, Hair 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvAeQliloI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMnUnp0ifgo
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL01072BB79369B705
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Salons, and other Hangouts at the Heart of a Community. 3d ed., New York: Marlowe & Co.. 
1999. 
 
Sprawl, Streets, Pedestrians: 
Robert Bruegman “The Causes of Sprawl”  - on Moodle 
Jeff Speck, The Walkable City: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wai4ub90stQ  
Jeff Speck, Four Ways to Make a City More Walkable: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6cL5Nud8d7w  
 
 Going Deeper: 

CNU 20: Why did we stop walking & how can we start again? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdYcx3n4Xq8  

Ellen Dunham-Jones, Retrofitting Suburbia: 
http://www.ted.com/talks/ellen_dunham_jones_retrofitting_suburbia  

Ellen Dunham-Jones, Retrofitting Suburbia: Urban Design Solutions for Redesigning 
Suburbs. New York: Wiley. 2011. 

Janette Sadik Khan, Walkable Cities: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=diVUmYc2ZWo  
 Jeff Speck, The Walkable City – Lessons from the US: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PoFO5Rt9cPM  

Jeff Speck, Walkable City: How Downtown Can Save America, One Step at a Time. New 
York: North Point Press. 2013. 

Galina Tachieva, Sprawl Repair Manual. Washington, DC: Island Press. 2010. 
 
Gentrification and Displacement: 
Stacey Sutton, What We Don’t Understand About Gentrification: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqogaDX48nI  
Winifred Curran, Gentrification is not Inevitable: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yj1H8Sdc8Sw  
Lance Freeman, Gentrification lecture: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uFq_OkvRIk  
Richard Florida, “The Complicated Link between Gentrification and Displacement”: 
http://www.citylab.com/housing/2015/09/the-complicated-link-between-gentrification-
and-displacement/404161/  
 
 Going Deeper: 
 Lance Freeman, There Goes the ‘Hood: Views of Gentrification from the Ground Up. 
Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 2006. 
 Eunice Kim, Mitigating Displacement Due to Gentrification: 
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/sites/default/files/Mitigating_displacement_pdx_tools_Euni
ce_Kim_2011.pdf  
 Development without Displacement paper summary: http://www.mapc.org/DWD  
 Richard Florida, “The Closest Look Yet at Gentrification and Displacement” 
http://www.citylab.com/housing/2015/11/the-closest-look-yet-at-gentrification-and-
displacement/413356/  
 The Atlantic, Gentrification without the Negative in Columbus, OH: 
https://vimeo.com/111533309  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wai4ub90stQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6cL5Nud8d7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdYcx3n4Xq8
http://www.ted.com/talks/ellen_dunham_jones_retrofitting_suburbia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=diVUmYc2ZWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PoFO5Rt9cPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqogaDX48nI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yj1H8Sdc8Sw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uFq_OkvRIk
http://www.citylab.com/housing/2015/09/the-complicated-link-between-gentrification-and-displacement/404161/
http://www.citylab.com/housing/2015/09/the-complicated-link-between-gentrification-and-displacement/404161/
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/sites/default/files/Mitigating_displacement_pdx_tools_Eunice_Kim_2011.pdf
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/sites/default/files/Mitigating_displacement_pdx_tools_Eunice_Kim_2011.pdf
http://www.mapc.org/DWD
http://www.citylab.com/housing/2015/11/the-closest-look-yet-at-gentrification-and-displacement/413356/
http://www.citylab.com/housing/2015/11/the-closest-look-yet-at-gentrification-and-displacement/413356/
https://vimeo.com/111533309
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Loretta Lees, Gentrification and What Can Be Done to Stop It: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMz1x5_yF2Q 
 
Seeing your neighborhood: 
William Morrish and Catherine Brown, Planning to Stay: Learning to See The Physical  
  Features of Your Neighborhood. Minneapolis, MN: Milkweed Publications. 2000. 
 
Environmental concerns: 
Stephen Wheeler, “Urban Planning and Global Climate Change” - on Moodle 
 
 Going Deeper: 
 David Owen, Green Metropolis: Why Living Smaller, Living Closer, and Driving Less Are 
the Keys to Sustainability.  New York: Riverhead Books. 2010. 
 
Blocks to community, and community on the block: 
Robert Putnam, “Bowling Alone”    - on Moodle 
Ali Madanipour, “Social Exclusion and Space”  - on Moodle 
Richard Florida, “Class-Divided Cities: Chicago Edition”: 
http://www.citylab.com/housing/2013/02/class-divided-cities-chicago-edition/4306/  
 
 Going Deeper: 
 Bill Bishop, The Big Sort: Why the Clustering of Like-Minded America is Tearing Us 
Apart. Wilmington, MA: Mariner Books. 2009. 
 Richard Block, Community: The Structure of Belonging. Oakland: Berrett-Koehler 
Publishers. 2009 
 Paul Born, Deepening Community: Finding Joy Together in Chaotic Times. Oakland: 
Berrett-Koehler Publishers. 2014. 
 John McKnight, The Abundant Community: Awakening the Power of Families and 
Communities. Oakland: Berrett-Koehler. 2012. 
 Robert D. Putnam, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community. 
New York: Touchstone Books. 2001. 
 
Christian perspectives on urban planning: 
Philip Bess, “Sacramental Sign, Neighborhood Center” - on Moodle 
Eric Jacobsen, “Why Suburbia Really is Affecting your Spiritual Life”: 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/thisisourcity/7thcity/interview-with-eric-
jacobsen.html 
 
 Going Deeper: 
 Philip Bess, Till We Have Built Jerusalem: Architecture, Urbanism, and the Sacred. 
Wilmington, DE: Intercollegiate Studies Institute. 2006. 
 Eric Jacobsen, Sidewalks in the Kingdom: New Urbanism and the Christian Faith. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press. 2003. 
 Eric Jacobsen, The Space Between: A Christian Engagement with the Built 
Environment. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 2012.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMz1x5_yF2Q
http://www.citylab.com/housing/2013/02/class-divided-cities-chicago-edition/4306/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/thisisourcity/7thcity/interview-with-eric-jacobsen.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/thisisourcity/7thcity/interview-with-eric-jacobsen.html
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The church and the neighborhood: 
Paul Sparks, Tim Soerens, Dwight J. Friesen, The New Parish: How Neighborhood Churches 
  are Transforming Mission, Discipleship, and Community. Downers Grove, IL: IVP 
 Books. 2014. 
 
 Going Deeper: 

Paul Numrich and Elfriede Wedam, Religion and Community in the New Urban 
America. New York: Oxford University Press. 2015. 
Alan J. Roxburgh, Missional: Joining God in the Neighborhood. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Books. 2001. 

 
Class Calendar 

Monday, June 12 
9:00  Introduction, overview  
10:00  Images of the City 
11:15  Eucharist 
12:00  Lunch 
1:00  What went wrong? Evolution of urban design     
  WWJJD? (What Would Jane Jacobs Do?) Observational Urbanism 
4:15  Evening Prayer 
5:00  Dinner 
  Evening – optional tour of World’s Columbian Exposition site 
 
Tuesday, June 13 
8:15  Morning Prayer 
8:45  New Urbanism, its promises and perils      
  Placemaking vs. nonplaces        
  First, Second and Third Places        
11:15  Eucharist 
12:00  Lunch 
1:00  Streets, Roads, and “Stroads”: or, why the built environment is    
   hazardous to humans       
  Transit-oriented developments and sprawl repair    
  Gentrification and displacement       
  Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
6:00  Dinner 
 
Wednesday, June 14 
8:15  Morning Prayer 
8:45  Staying for Good: Learning to See Your Place     
  Walking trip 
11:15  Eucharist 
12:00  Lunch 
1:00  Field work: go, explore, and see a place 
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Thursday, June 15 
8:15  Morning Prayer 
8:45  Presentations of your field work       
  Sustainability, environmental impact, “resilient cities” 
11:15  Eucharist 
12:00  Lunch 
1:00  Regional Planning         
  City, Neighborhood, Church: the church and the common good?   
  Christian perspectives on urban planning and The New Urbanism  
  Church Buildings, Building the Church 
6:00  Dinner 
 
Friday, June 16 
8:15  Morning Prayer 
8:45  Blocks to Community, Community on the Block     
  Ministry and Place 
11:15  Eucharist 
12:00  Lunch 
1:00  Wrapping up and sharing our work 
4:00  Adjourn 
 
July 10, 2017 – final project due to Dr. Fout by e-mail. 
 
 
The Federation’s Statement on Responsible Use of Material by Others 
Plagiarism is the taking of the words, ideas, and methods of others as one's own.  In 
academia, plagiarism involves the use of others' words and ideas without adequate 
reference to the author or indication of quotation.  It is a serious form of academic 
dishonesty or academic fraud, and offenders are subject to discipline, up to and including 
expulsion from the school.  In order to avoid plagiarism, especially by inappropriate use or 
citation of quotations and ideas, students are expected to familiarize themselves with the 
requirements and practices of citation found in Turabian’s Manual for Writers.  
Unfamiliarity with these requirements and practices is not an acceptable reason for 
unintentional plagiarism.  Plagiarism cannot be evaded through the alteration of occasional 
words from one's source.  
 
When plagiarism is detected, the instructor will assign the work an appropriate grade and 
then refer the matter, together with evidence, to the Academic Dean who, in consultation 
with the faculty and the President, will make an appropriate disposition of the matter, 
which may include failure of the course, academic probation for a designated period, 
suspension for a designated period, or expulsion from the program. The student's bishop 
will normally be notified of the situation. 
 
Those who have questions about the nature and scope of plagiarism should consult the 
Academic Dean. 
 


